Venue and booking details

This popular course has traditionally been run in the UK however the last two years have been spent in Lille. Feedback has been very positive and the course will return to Lille in 2019. Teaching will be at Université Catholique de Lille Medical Faculty with whom we will be participating during teaching. Accommodation is in a nearby hotel, a 10 minute walk from Lille Europe. The facilities, environment and accommodation are all first-class.  All the rooms have an en-suite bathroom.  Lille is easily accessible by Eurostar and by car and bus through Eurotunnel.  

The course fees are deliberately weighted to subsidise impecunious and/or starving students, who might otherwise find it difficult to attend. Course fees include registration, the Course Handbook, dinner on Friday night and a gala dinner on Saturday night, breakfast and lunch on Saturday and Sunday, and tea and coffee throughout and a guided tour of Lille.
· Full residential fees, which also cover bed and breakfast, are £585 for doctors, £485 FY1/FY2 and for students £285 (shared room) £315 (single room).
· Doctors booking prior to 31 January 2019 receive an ‘early bird rate’ of £30 discount. 

We regret that subscriptions cannot be refunded if notice of cancellation is given after 15th March 2019.

Places are available for up to 30 qualified doctors and 30 medical students. 
All medical student places are subsidised and very popular. The course is great fun, and the content, teaching and general ambience are consistently both rated very highly by the participants.

All previous courses have been over-subscribed, sometimes heavily.
As the course returns to Lille, we expect this year to be popular. Allocations will be strictly on a first-come, first-served basis – so apply quickly! If you are unsuccessful, please let us know whether you would like to go on the waiting list for 2020 or attend a future course.
___________________________________
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Twenty-seventh Weekend Course in

MEDICAL FRENCH

12th – 14th April 2019
Université Catholique de Lille
Lille, France
Course organiser:

Dr. Zara Bieler

General Practitioner, Wales and France

Aims of the Course

There are potentially many opportunities for British doctors to practise medicine in mainland Europe – but only if they can communicate with their patients and colleagues. 

This course, now in its twenty-seventh year, provides an invaluable foundation for those planning to work or undertake student electives in French-speaking countries, or to work with organisations such as Médecins sans Frontières. Our main aim is to provide an essential medical vocabulary and the confidence to use it.

Format of the Course

The teaching programme has been designed specifically by linguists, doctors and educational experts in Britain and France. Sessions are in small groups and led by experienced French speakers and teachers, all are doctors. The content focuses on everyday communicating in a clinical setting.  Throughout the weekend, all participants are encouraged to speak and discuss so that they can build up their confidence.

An extensive Course Handbook containing key vocabulary and phrases will be sent out in March.  You aren’t expected to learn this, but it’s helpful to read through the introductory chapters in advance.

How well do you have to speak French?

The course can accommodate all levels of linguistic expertise, from rudimentary to fluent. Most participants have studied French to at least GCSE standard (generally within the last few decades). 

You are asked to complete a short and painless questionnaire (on the back of the booking form) to help us to group together people of similar French-speaking ability.  The Friday evening conversation session gives us the opportunity to see whether you have been allocated to the group that suits you best; if not, you can easily move to another group on Saturday morning. 




Timetable

Friday 12th April
1400-1600

Guided walking tour of Lille
16:00 – 17:30

Registration

17:30 – 18:00

Introduction (plenary)

19:00 – 20.00

Conversation and orientation (in groups)
20.00

Aperitif and Dinner 
Saturday 13th April
09:30 – 10:30
}

10:30 – 11:30
}
Topics and conversation

14:00 – 15:00
}
(in groups)

15:00 – 16:00
16.00 – 17.00
}

Talks followed by Gala Dinner at 20:30
Sunday 14th April
Journée francophone!

09:00 – 11:00
}
Case presentations and conversation

11:30 – 13:00
}
Workshops
13:00 – 13:30

Feedback

13:00 – 14:00

Déjeuner (anglais interdit!)

14:00 

Course ends
Topics to be covered include:
• How to take a history and examine a patient in French

• How to cope with ward rounds and in clinics

• Talking to patients, relatives and colleagues

• How to survive and thrive in a French hospital (including bleeps, phones,
    labs, etc.) and in primary care

• Investigations: ECG, X-rays, blood tests, etc.

    (how to request, chase up, interpret and talk about them)

• Practical procedures, operations and medical emergencies

