Medical French, 28th Residential Weekend Course

Friday evening 8th April – Sunday lunchtime 10th April 2022
Faculté de Médecine, Université Catholique de Lille
This established and highly regarded course provides essential medical French and the confidence to use it.  It is invaluable for doctors and medical students intending to study or work clinically in French-speaking countries or with organisations such as Médecins sans Frontières. 

Teaching is in small groups, according to the level of spoken French-speaking; all levels from basic (GCSE/O-Level) to fluent are accommodated. Tutors are experienced teachers, including French-speaking doctors and UK-trained doctors who have worked in France.

Founded in 1992, the course continues to prove a popular springboard for those wishing to work in French. 
Meet the tutors – provisional list for 2022:

Dr. Margaret Toolan worked for 20 years as a GP in South Manchester before moving to France in January 2013. She now works as a Hospital Practitioner at the CHU (Centre Hospitalier Universitaire) in Limoges, treating asylum seekers, newly- arrived migrants and others who lack French healthcare cover in a specially designed unit known as the PASS ( Permanence d’Accès aux Soins de Santé). She also undertakes occasional GP locum work in her local surgery in Razès, Haute Vienne. She is an experienced teacher of medical French, both spoken and written and likes to make her classes as interactive as possible 
Professor Gareth Williams spent part of his early training in Geneva and founded the Medical French course in Liverpool 25 years ago. Formerly Dean of Medicine at Bristol, he is now Emeritus Professor of Medicine and Senior Research Fellow in English. Previously President of the Anglo-French Medical Society, he set up Erasmus exchanges for medical students in Liverpool and Bristol and chaired MEDINE, an EU-funded, pan-European medical education network; he was awarded an Honorary Doctorate from the University of Angers. Gareth now writes full-time, and has published well-received books for a general readership about the history of medicine and science, including smallpox, polio and (seriously) the Loch Ness Monster. His main outside interest is playing classical music and jazz on the flute and saxophones.
Dr Nia Griffith is a UK consultant anaesthetist in Bristol who spent several spells working in France, from a year as a junior doctor to consultant anaesthetist.  She is an experienced tutor on the Medical French course and covers the A+E section.  She is able to give a real life slant to her teaching based on her time working in the French medical system. She learned the language on the job, registered with L’Ordre des Medecins and passed French exams. She is happy to share her knowledge and experience with anyone.
Dr. Olivier Dianda is originally from the Democratic Republic of Congo, precisely the capital city Kinshasa. It is where he qualified as a doctor in general medicine, with all his studies in the French language. He was midway through general surgery training when he had to leave the country due to safety reasons. He relocated in the UK and underwent all the process of getting registration and licence to practice. This happened in July 2015.

He is currently working as a Registrar in stroke medicine at Mid-Yorks  trust 

His hobby is football and is a big supporter of Manchester United.  

Most people call him Olivier but he wouldn't mind to be addressed by his surname.

Dr. Mireille Sweeney is a single handed GP in Donegal, North-West Ireland and a GP trainer.  Mireille is French and arrived in Ireland as a medical student from Marseille.  She completed her training in Ireland and is author of a successful book, ‘Anglais Medical’ (Elsevier), an English French medical book for English doctors wanting to learn medical French or French doctors interested in medical English. 
Dr Ralph Hurley O’Dwyer is an Irish SHO currently working at the Mater Hospital in Dublin. He studied medicine in Trinity College Dublin, spending a year on Erasmus at the University of Nantes and its teaching hospitals, in addition to undertaking an Erasmus at the Institute for Global Health in Barcelona. Particularly interested in humanitarian medicine, he spent four months last year working and studying Arabic in Lebanon, having also undertaken electives in Gabon and Switzerland.  He loves languages and teaching and has taught French part-time for over eight years. He has a DALF C2 French qualification and has taught Medical French to students at Trinity College Dublin.
Dr. Katie Hall is a core trainee in psychiatry, working in Bristol, UK. She was lucky enough to spend her early schooling abroad in the French school system, in Lebanon, Indonesia and Vanuatu. She studied medicine at Bristol University, and very much enjoyed her elective in paediatric neurology in St Denis, La Réunion. During her psychiatry training, she had the opportunity to shadow a liaison psychiatry team in Grenoble, France, which gave her fascinating insights into how psychiatric practices vary across the Channel.

Katie has a keen interest in the Medical Humanities, French literature, and not to mention French food. She is also fascinated by the field of psychiatry and may try to infect you with this enthusiasm for it if you are in the vicinity for long enough. 

Dr. Eileen Sweeney is a Specialist Registrar (SpR) in Infectious Diseases trainee in Ireland. She was brought up in Ireland with a French “Maman” and has actively sought to incorporate the French language into her career. As a medical student, she spent an Erasmus year in Montpellier and did a summer elective in Senegal. She is co-author of “Anglais Medical”, a medical French conversation book, and in 2015, during a career break, she worked as a Medical Activity Supervisor with Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) in the Democratic Republic of Congo. She plans to complete her last year of Infectious Diseases training in Paris. 
Anne-Lise Aeberhardt is studied medicine in Geneva.  She is working as a junior doctor in Switzerland and is delighted to join us as a tutor for the third time. She has experienced UK general practice where she shadowed British GPs. She is well placed to give an insight into the training of medical students and junior doctors in French.   Anne-Lise has plans to become an anaesthetist. 
Dr Zara Bieler is a Freelance GP who trained both in France and the UK.  She has worked in French hospitals as a junior doctor and in France as a GP locum.  Originally from Belfast, Zara has always had a passion for languages and loves teaching. She spends part of each year in France, combining winemaking and olive harvesting with French medicine.  She lives and works as a GP locum on the Welsh border. 
Venez nous rejoindre à Lille! 

Dr Zara Bieler – Course Organiser

